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PRESS RELEASE:  March 9, 2021

Lansing, Michigan — The Michigan Association of School Psychologists (MASP) is pleased to announce its highest award for 2021 and would like to congratulate Joe Sbar, the 2021 Michigan School Psychologist of the Year.  MASP revived the award this year to recognize individual school psychologists who have demonstrated exemplary dedication and effectiveness in improving the well-being of children, families, and schools, and in advancing the profession of school psychology.  The MASP School Psychologist of the Year is awarded for excellence in the provision of school psychological services by a field-based practitioner and is selected from nominations from across the state.  A native of Menominee, Michigan, Joe graduated from Michigan State University with a bachelor’s degree in Psychology in 2009, a master’s degree in School Psychology in 2010, and an Education Specialist degree in School Psychology in 2012.  Joe Sbar is currently a school psychologist with the Eastern Upper Peninsula Intermediate School District in Sault Ste. Marie and throughout his 10-year career, has served as a clear example of service to children, families, schools, and the profession as both a practitioner and an advocate. His leadership has been evident through his work implementing multitiered system of supports (MTSS) through his participation as a member of the ISD-Level Regional MTSS Implementation Team and the Joseph K. Lumsden Anishnabe PSA District MTSS Implementation Team.  Joe has provided leadership in the area of crisis response as the Lead Organizer of Eastern Upper Peninsula PREPaRE Crisis Response Team.  Joe has also worked to address the critical shortage of school psychologists in Michigan by developing and providing presentations to undergraduate students recruit future school psychologists to the field as well as by serving as a highly effective supervisor to school psychology interns.
Joe represents the best in school psychology, demonstrating an outstanding commitment to the profession and to improving the lives and learning of children and youth as evidenced by this quote:  “Perhaps the most powerful and universally-held core belief in the profession of school psychology is captured in the National Association of School Psychologists' Vision Statement: that with access to the right learning, behavior, and mental health support, all children and youth can thrive in school, at home, and in life.  This notion drives the work that we do, the way that we think, and the way that we solve problems.  As school psychologists, our purpose is to identify the unique skills, talents, and interests of our students and empower them to forge a destiny for themselves that maximizes their potential.  Although our purpose as professionals is to create these outcomes for our students, I believe that we often lose sight of the need to seek these same outcomes for ourselves.  Each and every one of us possesses a unique set of strengths and passions, and when we are in an environment that allows us to thrive, our potential knows no bounds and the roles we may fill are limitless.”

